RS hquelciniale sk

experience for me; learning new sofi-
ware packages, learning how 1o ob-
ain some greal infomation from the
Internet and World Wide Web and
learming how difficult writing for and
organizing 3 newsletter can be. 5o, |
hope that this issue has turned out
OK. If anyone has any ideas on how
we can improve the newletter, please
let me knmow. Or if you have amy
articles that yvou would like 1o con-
iribuie, please send them to me ot
2070 Laurel Mill Way, Roswell, Ga.

Volume 3 Issue | January, 1996
The Owarterly Newsletter of the North Frlton Amatenr Rodio .f.mElu_ Irc,
L3 E ¥
News from the North Side e i
bv Pat Panerson, AD4G) KS4K.]
TR T — & e —— —
ell, this is the first
newsleiter of the new Well, here it is
vear and also the first December  [6th.
that | have published. | The Morth Ful-
can only hope that the high standard ton Chrisimas
of quality that Jeff, AAYRC has pro- party was just
vided as editor and publisher of N FA E} !L. four days ago
Squelch Toles, rubs off on me and o o o a and at some
that this and subsequent issues are as point during it |
well done and informative as his officially became
WETE, president of our
Club.
The last month has been a learming One small siep for the MFARL but

one giant leap for me. The decision to
allow my name 1o be placed ino
nomination was difficull. because af-
ter only being licensed for two vears |
still feel like “the new kid om the
block." T know 1 have lols to leam in
amaicur radio and in how 1o lead a
club like North Fulton, but Il be
doing both at he same ume. My goal
is to keep expanding my knowledge
of radio and also expand North Ful-
ton’s ability to offer information and
help 10 people seeking to learn and do

30076, or to the P.O. Box shown on x more in this hobby that brnings us
page 2. [If vou have a PC with a word flli‘ldﬂ Th#ISME together. For some people, it is find-
processing package on i, | would Information & Om ing oul more about HF and what vou
greatly appreciate it on a 3% inch FUN!IN All can do with it. Others may be learn-
floppy disk. Or . if vou have Internet Pages ing aboul packet Still others might
access, send it to me 3t my E-mail want (o leam how 1o build their own
address, “ppatersond@attmail com”, Hmr“:‘:"m P antcnnas. The great thing about our
Repeater Emergency Codes  Page 4 FF G Vi gy
Who's Wh Page 3 - IS-ST
I hope that each of vou has a fantastic D : A Page 9 usually more than one person) that
Mew Year and that we have a great News From The ARRL Page 10 can offer their help and knowledge on
vear for the club. Look forward to News From The FCC Page 12 these things 10 other members. we
seeing all of vou at the January meet- DX Corner Page 13 can help new licensecs get their “air
ing. Unitil then, legs” as they find out how much fun it
Newcomer's Guide Page 13 :
IS 10 communicie and meet new peo-
7. JNMFAHL"AHIMH el P'F:‘: ple. We all come together for Field
Pm PIF {mmmmm."}

i
T el e
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North Fulton Amateur Ra- North Fulton Amateur Radio - HAMFEST
dio League, Inc. League (Quick Repeater Guide '
- 145.470, 147,060, 444,475 CALENDAR
£-0. Bex 1741 Qpen Commands :
Roswell, GA 30077 L Echo Test of the SERA Repaater J
'2. m T“, COowrReTy r':lI - d W e s
&3 nr"F rﬂ | the ARRL
Presadent - Steve Mavs, KS4E Y] Time Jamuary 13-14 Sarasota. FL
Vice-President - Cam Clayson, WVSE ’ e
" Ireasurer - Fred Moare, NACLA #5  Sinad Test February 34 Miami, FL
Secretary - Al Fischer, KCARIB #8  Frequency Test February 10 Charleston, 5.C.
Membership Coordinator - Steve Mavs 7 Display Mail February 10 Pensacola, FL
#s8 Send Command Out February 16-18  Orlando, FL
Link February 24 Dalion, GA
CLUB REPEATERS March 2-10 E::‘IME. ﬁ-.ﬁ.
145 470 MHz out (-0.6 MHz) i T
147 060 MHz out (+0.6 MHz) 0N Patch May 4 Gmmk“iﬂ
444 475 MHz out (+5.0 MHz) 1°N  User Patch May 17-19 Dayton, OH
2 Patch Redial June 8-9 Atlanta, GA
7 Maiibox June 14-15 Albany, GA
8 Open Mail July 27 Asheville, N.C.
NFARL BBS 10 Password
5520868 {1 200-2400-9600 B-M-1) 12 Record Usar Name
Dan Tumer, WA4BRO, Sysop 15 User Profile
20 Speedial
NEWS NET EVERY MONDAY 25 User Hang-up Code
Alt. Frequency: 147.060 MHz e
N = Number To Dial
T 1  Reverse Paich
Monthly Mectings: 2 Monitor Alr
Second Wednesday of Each Month 3 Non-directed Patch
Dinner - 6:30 PM Page
Mecting & Program - 7:30 PM 4 Directed Patch Page
Additional copies of the
repeater manual are
NOTE: Squeich Tales is Copyright © availlable for $8 each.
1996 by the Morth Fulion Amateur Contact Fred Moore at 770- =
Radio League. Inc 992-0877 for details. All | FCC License Status
Original stories. text, graphics, and i o m Frn.:.* Number:
charts may be reproduced in any form, payable .
by any publication, withoul prior con- = 0 3 >
sent, a5 long as proper credit is gven. 1 3{’ 22 ]llT
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™ : Vice President’s Corner ~ Memorable Contacts
Atlanta VEC s s i
Schedule WV5R ~ AB6FD

= ——

{Al davs are once a month for
each Rodarion)

Ist Saturday  Jonesboro
9-00 AM Ceeorge White

KN4NG 36]-6850
Ist Sunday  Lawrenceville
2-00 PM Duane Revnolds

WHBIYAD 9%2-9582

Ist Monday  Hoswell™arictia
T-45 P Delaine McCarthy
KM4FY 9939758

Ind Sunday Carterwille
300 PM Mark Swicord
ED4EYF 973-1309

Ind Tocsday Snellville
708 P Wayne Tavlor.
WIMCC A 498-TT59

Ind Saturday  Stome Mountain

B30 A Hal Martin
KI4RD 978-9160
Ird Saurday Marietta
9-00 AN Larry Huffl
WALCQZ 935-3171
4th Sunday  Atlamta
2:30 PM John King
ABAGE. 381-5291

4th Friday Lilburn
72000 P Herwnie Crould
WANVF 921-8362

}é Helle Evervone!
First of all, I'd like
to. thank the
previous slate of
e officers for helping
L o mekes the Nodth
/ Fulion Amaicur

Radio League whai
it i5 oday. A special thanks 1o Jeff and
Michelle Weinberg for their undying
devotion 1o our club. The list of things
that they have done for us is too long
for me to state bere.  Let's just say, that,
in every organization, there are people
that take the reins and get things done.
Thanks Jeff and Michelle! Also. let's
not forget Fred and Cathy Moore, Steve
and Susan Mays, and Chuck and Rose
Daley. The officers (and their spouses)
are o be commended for the fine job
that they have done!

oy

Speaking of officers. ..., congratulations
0 our newly clected President, Steve
Mays (K54KJ), owr continuing
Treasurer, Fred Moore (N4CLA), and
our mew Secretary, Al Fisher
(KC4RIB). 1 look forward 1o serving
with these fine individuals. | know that
I speak for all of them when | say, if
there is anyithing that anvone in the
membership needs, please call on us.

I am very proud o serve for such a fine
group of individuals. We are going to
have a fantastic vear and | hope
evervong will help 1o share our
successes| Many people are already at
work o ensure thai all of us enjov the
iime we spend as members of ihe
NFARL, Ive heard rumors of killer
antenna systems for Field Day (1 know
its not a conmtest, but [ still wanna
WIN'), imteresting programs for ihe
club meetings. and the usual social
gatherings that we all enjoy. And let's
not Fforget my favorite aspect of
Amateur Radio, PUBLIC SERVICE!
[ amiimed on page §2)

It was the spring of 1991 and | had just
upgraded o General Class. Having just
purchased a 10 Meter mobile rig [
naturally couldn’t get cnough Dx'ing
in o satisfy the enjovment of my new-
found woice privileges on the entire
band

To be certain to get on the air as much
as possible, and especially during the
peak noon hours, the humble comfion
of the ole mobile out in the parking lot
at the work (JTH during my lunch hour
would have 10 suffice,

“C0 Ten, CQ Ten, KCGOTY mobile,
Los Anpebes calling COQ Ten, OO Ten™.
To my astonishment 1 received a re-
sponse immedialely from a station in
*Zero Land”, “KC6OTY mobile, you are
five and nine into Southern Missour™.
He asked fur a frequéncy check and |
verified him on 288303 MHz. 1 asked
him where he was in Southern Mis-
souri duc to the possibility that he
might have been in the Western part of
the state which would have put him
approximately 100 miles or so from
where my parents were located He
stated that he'd just lefi the courthouse
and was taking a late lunch and then
heading home 10 Joplin

[ said, “Mame is Brad here. You sound
as if you're mobile, what courthouse
vou at?™” His next transmission was a
long winded one that Mnally ended
with the answer to0 myv question,... He
was in Carthage, Mo, ai the cour-
house, less than a quarier mile away
from: my fiolks house |

When I told him how near he was to
my parents residence, he quickly re-
sponded, “Well, Brad, if you dom't
mind giving me an address or phone
number, "Il drop in on them and hand
over the microphone if vou wish™ [
Continued on page
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Repeater Emergency Codes

POLICE FIRE POLICE FIRE
CHEROKEE EULTON
100 479-5511 County 110 345-5515 700 768-8200 County 710 TER-§200
101  479-2515 Canton 111 479-2323 01 4755900 Alpharctta 711 475-5353
102 479-5518 Little River 112 926-7791 T02  65B-6666 Adtlanta 712 659-2121
103 479-5518 Oak Grove 113 926-9870 703 T66-3618 College Park 713 766-9621
104 926-T778 Woadstock 114 926-TT78 704 T68-E200 East Point 714 TER-8200
705 964-1441 Fairburn 715 964-1441
CLAYTON 700 768-8200 Mountain Park 710 T68-8200
200 4714242 County 210 4714242 706 T6R-8200 Palmetio 716 T68-B200
201 366-4141 Forcst Park 211 366-414) 707  763-8200 Red Ok 717 768-8200
02 478-T407 Joneshoro 712 473-T407 08 641-3T14 Roswell TIE8 936677
203 366-8015 Lake City 213 4714242 09 964-1332 Union City 719 964-1332
204 9613000 Mogrow 214 961-4000
05 966-1382 Fiverdale 15 996-1912 CWINNETT
962-1900 County 810 9630123
COBB B0l 9621900 Buford 811 9630123
00 499-3911 County 30 422-2121 BOZ 4764151 Duluth 812 9630113
301 9743111 Acworth 311 422-2121 BO3 963-1443 Lawrenceville 813 9630123
302 948-2514 Austell 112 4R-6411 B04 921-2211 Lilbarn El4 9630123
103 422-250% Kennesaw 313 4222121 205 962-1900 Mountain Park 815  963-0123
W4 422-5420 Mabelton 314 422-2121 806 448-2111 Norcross 816 9630123
05 4294300 Manetia 315 424-8313 BOT O72-2613 Snellville 817 9630123
06 943-1616 Powder Spgs. 316 422-2121 808  962-1900 Sugar Hill 818 945-5397
0T 434-6666 Smvyrna 31T 4346666 BOY  962-1900 Suwanee £19 9630113
DEKALB HENRY
400 794-2911 County 410 294-2911 o 9579121 County 310 957-9121
401 4580121 Chamblee 411 294-2911 902 WMe-4512 Hampton 912 96-43112
402 294-2911 Clarksion 412 294-2911 903 957-5200 Locust Grove 913 957-3200
403 3736551 Decatur 413 3730600 904 957-1217 McDonough 914 957-1217
04 458-B561 Daraville 414 7942911 905 9579121 Siockbridge 915 9579121
405 768-7T171 Hapeville 415 768-T171
406 294-2911 Lithonia 416 2942911
7 4690101 Sone Min, 418 294-2911 11 FULTON COUNTY
409 294-2911 Tucker 419 294-2911
00 ATLANTA POLICE
DOUGLAS 01 FULTON COUNTY
g g g e S - i~ ya i
: o . o3 COBB COUNTY
05 CLAYTON COUNTY
FAYETTE
600 4616353 County 610 4616353 06 GEORGIA STATE PATROL
601 4614111 Fayetieville 611 4614111 0*7 ATLANTA FIRE DEPT
602 487-7977 Peachtree City 612 487-7977 o8 MARIETTA POLICE/FIRE

601 487-7977 Tyrone 613 487-T977 o9 ATLANTA GAS LIGHT
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Who’s Who in the N.F.A.R.L

{0 Jov WarTs 292  KD4HDE Chris Craig
320  KD4HFR Mano Ruhnke
4 AALRC Jeffrey Weinberg 312 KD4HLM Douglas Allen
72 AALEC Larry Boden Ir. 304 KIMHYX Donma Pickens
121 AASQ Jack Brabham 327  KIMIKZ David Jacobsy
47 ABGFD Brad Frechorn 326 KD4ILA David Mayer
341 ADJFB Damiel Ortiz 333 KIMKEY Martha Clark
63 AD4GI Pat Patterson 135 KD4LXD Chuck Daley
117 ADMYZ Bill Kimes 1 KD4NC Doug Drve
255  ADMZR Russell Akridge 21 KD4PEN Joel Garrett
336 AG6HR Bryan Carl 6l KD4RFK Ruck Patchin
300 KD4RTY Caroline Keown
62 K3GA Stuart Kravizz 148 KD4RUA Phillip Butler
59 KIPPY David McBnde 351 RDSGE Alan Manning
79 KD4SGR Bill Reynolds
97 K4AHI Tom Kmght 37 KD4SHE Marshall Magee
107 K4FLS Sarm Agee 53 KD4TFG Jeff Medin
pi- ] K4GLZ Everett Thomas Ir. 137 KD4TWN Ann Seay
71 K4JHM Hal Myers 65 ED4UMM Jim Moore
20 K4IMX Alan Dages 69 KD4YDD Scott Brown
252 KAUAF Don Rogers 76 KD4ZNP Bill Agee
92 K6EID Phul Finkle
-1 KD&CLO John Farr
30 KA4GGI Joseph Pastuch
04 KE4CKA Wendell Webb
Im KB4KAY Todd MeGinnis L1 KE4CWG Ken Bishop
131 KB4EBS Scott Straw 102 KE4D}C) Mancy Smith
3117 KB4KHOQ Lane Watls 101  KE4EGD Terry Smith
124 KB4LWS Dianc Amdrus 99 KE4ENH Adam Les
125 KB4ALWT Larry Andrus 54 KE4EPS Judie Medin
(%1 KB4ANUC John Hess 30 KE4EPU Gregory Wicland
21 KB4VES Greg Culpepper 4 KE4FOS Edward Hotchkiss
(8 KE4FOV Ben Bruner
156 KC4AZR Kathleen Foulkes 6T KE4GFN Dan Reid
&9 KC4RIB Al Fischer 138 KE4GHA Gary Leazer
120  KC4ROW Kenny Smyder 104  KE4HMN Ofiver Staley
175 KC4WHZ George Scott 106 KE4HNN Sue Gutkes
131 KC4YBO Steve Konittel 105 KE4HNP Mike Langley
122 KC4ZTP Mike Brooks 113 KE4IGA Sam Freeman Jr.
262 KC4ZTY Steven Sheppard 115 KE4IHC John Dowdney
112 KE4JKN Susan Mays
10 KD4APK David Fellows 119 KE4HTX John Viad Jr-
129 KD4APR Kathleen Coleman 127 KE4MCW Rose Daley
183 KDMAPT Shiona Cavaliere 75 KE4MLU Elaine Sanders
i KIMATP John Keowm 135 KE4NPE Jerry McKibben
43 ED4BIO lohn Brewer 7 KE4NFF Nicole Reynolds
302 KIMEQE Philip Zegler 133 KE4ANPG Ashion Tomlinson
800  KD4FTZ Ina Earhart 58 KE4OLP Steve Howard
303 KID4FY] Bill Pickens
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32 EE4PIM Milsomn Ingalshe 207 ML Walier Wilson

12  KEAQFQ William Chenault 205  N4VTH Paity Smith

26 KE4QVQ Todd Zachritz 85 N4VYP Dorothy MeKinney
31 KE4RQO Cory Russck B0  N4YIE David Gibson

&3 KE45IM Wesley Shultz 282 N4ZLUQ David Cavaliere
. KE45WX Michael Gresham T3 NC4E Jack Sanders

o} | EEATEG Keith Hylion o0 NDAD Chuck McGinnis Ir
36 KE4TUS Rosc Ingalshe 120 ME4U Mancy Draheim

464 KE4UTT Jonathan Reich 247 WIHIK Fred Halcomib 111
LY KE4VF] Leah Conk 181 WaDOT Bill Plage

a5 KE4WVGW Daniel Lawrence 1% WAEIF Forrest Shelion

80 KE4WLD Steve Cook 251 W4IRZ Bill Revnolds
67 KE4WLR Robin Cook 334  W4NAR George Ryan

3 KE4WOLC Mike Cook 19 W40 Jim Siafford

TR EE4WYV Danmsel Render 35 WaSHP Jack Wan Hutien
B4 KE4ZAA Jared Baker 49 WALUX Marvin Moss

B6 KF4DAD Mark Liakos 321 WAWKP Fohnny Fearon

87 KF4DMU John Dallas 152 W4YBV Terry Javner

358 KF4DVM Jahn Calbraith 400 WERBLA Vern Fowler

159 KF4DWVN Anderson 55 WESDA Jack Conrad

36l KF4ECD William Cassanova 6l WA4BNN Mike Henry

170 KF4ZZ Judd Comverse 5 WALBRO Dan Tumer

96 KGREN Dave Vanderwall 230 WadBVl Marvin Ramos

41 KI&CO) Paunl Brower ] WaAdFN] Belike Connell

128 EJYM Mark Colemesn 347 WALPOL Crilbert Butler

2 KM4FY Do McCarthy 176 WALWSP Michelle Weinberg
56 EM4KR Charles Earhart &2 WHEIHMG Frank Loanbrdi
12 KM4MG Marty Stern 100 WBIJAU Larry Mottley

1317 KO4BG Ruchard Seay 81 WB4GTL Duane Farmer

2 KO4WZE Donald Reed 23 WB4PYL Dan Gustaleon
11 KR4MM Brvan Gay 192  WB4RTP Avery Davis

128 KRATG Michael Del Pozzo 245  WB4RUJ Hal Orego

68 KS4CM Bill Slation 45 WE4ZBV Kim Clough

134 E54GT Ruth Clemens 145 WEB4AZTA Ginmy Clough

3 KS4KJ Steve Mays 119 WBSZDH Don French

|08 K408 Steve Potier 19 WDMNIT Warren Coleman

25 NI1ABM James Alderdice 39 WVSR Cam Clayson
330 MNIFDT Michelle Bonelli

i MNIFDU heflike Bonelli

130 MN4BNC Dave lsom

L MACLA Fred Bvioore 111

b L NAGFF Carl McKinney

Il N4HRA Lew Cason DID Y0U FORGET ?
77  N4IDO Marty Olson

70 N4IIH Tony Boden St

34 M4KLF Ernest Massingill

74 N4LPU Claff $ If you haven’t paid your dues yet and
254 :

185 mmumsa mt“" McKinney they are past due, please do so now.
251 N4QVP Hob Stam Keep your repeater m intact.
16 MN4ONH Alan Stern

265  N4SE Mac McCarthy

H MN4SHO Chuck Rann

203 NAUAY Hamp Smith

W2 N4UIO Larry Richardson Thanks .....
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- N.FA.R.L 'Ifreasurqr 'S

Anmlal Repo

S

1954 Fl*l.l'..-
{Jdum. 1 thrw Dee 23, 1995)

Income:

ARERL Renewal

Auction [noome

Contnbution Income | Tickets)
Contribuation Income | Liaresir)
D [nCome

Inierest [ncome
Miscellanmous [noome

Total Income

Printing {Manuil Reproduction)
Printing (Misc)

Remt (POB)

Software

T&E (Entertmnment - Hall Rental)
{ Meals - Chnstmas )

{ Coanke Chat )

(Ficld Day)

Taxes (Georgia Corp Tax )
{Georgia Dept of Revenue)
(IRS)

(Sales Tax )

Telephone { Sweat Mountain )

{ Water Tower )

Vioad

Total Expenses

Net Income

193.00
05640
214.00
15.00
3.817.50
A0, 94
411.00

6,910.84

iT7.13
177.00
T05.85
6413
22.47
1,246,590
11.52
309.00
15.00
W25
49.59
39.00
416.91
36.57
16960
40,00
71.39
250.00
10D
13685
8Tl
1368
11.09
54.76
1784
382.15
307.56
0.00

6,146.95

763.89

Steve's Cormer

fcovan i frov page [}

Day to combine emergency readiness (in
building a complete radio station on 3 50¢-
cer ficld) and contesting (using that station
to contact as many other Field Day sites as
possible). There are many things we can do
for each other, and that makes this club
possible. The people that are in it are what
makes it fun for me 10 be a member and go
to mectings and talk to evervone on the air.
MNow I'm president and | want 1o do all | can
to keep it @ great club and help 1o grow. But,
I can't do il alome. While there are four
officers for Morth Fulton, we can't do it by
ourselves. We need EVERYONE 1o do what
it takes to make OUR club good. So, if you
have something to present as a program at a
meeting. TELL ME. If you have an idea for
something our club can do, TELL ME. If
you have an idea on how to improve the
things we already do. TELL ME. T'll listen
and see what we can do. But. afler vou
suggesi il be prepared to DO IT. The offi-
cers and | will do what we can. but we need
you too. S0 get vour thinking caps and work
shoes on the go to !

As 1 did Wednesday night, | would like 1o
thank Jeff Weinberg, Fred Moore and Rose
Daley for all that they have done over the
past year to keep North Fulion going. Jefl,
of course, had been president for the past
three vears and has certainly carned a rest
{ T expect to see you at mectings, though!)
Don't forget that we want to get your Emal
addresses ot the next mecting, or you can
gend them to me ot the address below.
Thanks for your faith in electing me and 1
hope 1 can live up 10 the job. See you at
Alpha Soda in January!

Steve Miys KS4KJ




Squelch Tales

Page_ﬁ

e (

October 11, 1995

The meeting convened at 7:30 by Presi-
dent JefT Weinberg, AA4RC at the Alpha
Souda Resiaurani in Alpharctta.

The first issue raised was whether or not
we wanled to continue meeting al this
location. Some discussion ensued as 1o
whether this would be a good location for
the November clection. An Election Com-
sisted of Cam Clayson, WV5R and Chuck
Daley KDMLXOQ. These individuals were
to be responsible for accepting nomina-
ions for next month’'s clections.

The treasurer and secretary reponts will be
im the next newsletter: motion 10 acccpt
Fred Moore's intenim report was seconded
and approved by voice vole.

JefT is seeking nominations for out annual
Amaicar of the Year award This 15 pre-
senled 10 a club member who has dedi-
cated time and energy 10 amaléur activi-
tics as well as demonstrating the best
qualities of amatcur operators. Nomina-
tions were 1o close the second week of the
month.

Our annual Christmas party will be held at
house on December 13, 1995, Directions
will be in the newsletter and talk-in will
be on 145 47 and 444475 As in the past,
the club will provide the meats, bread,
sodas and condiments and members were
o bring dessenis, vegetables and other
goodies 1o share,

Jeff reminded us that at this time, at least
two olfices will be vacant for next month's
elections as neither the president nor the
secretary will be seeking re-election.

Quarterly Secretary S
Report

A repeated reminder: The club does re-
ceive $2.00 for each ARRL renewal and
$£5.00 for cach new ARRL membership.
This is & great way 0 help out the club!
You need to submit vour remewal slip
through Jeff and it adds about 7-10 days o
the processing.

Visitors this evening included: Clay Juck-
et who is studving for his exam. John
Galbert, KF4DVM and Tom, WB4HLH.
Tom and John are also new club members.
Please be sure o welcome these new sta-
Ligns.

Jeff reminded us that the next festing
session at St Ann's in Marictta would be
the first Monday in November. This info
is also in the newsletter. The info line that
Jeff had been leaving these dates on has
been adapied to another purpose and will
no bonger be availablc.

Going back to the subject of out mext
meeting's location, Steve Mays, KS4KJ.
reporied the results of his informal visi o
the Cherokee Cattle Company. The group
consensus from that visit was that both the
food and the service has worsened since
out last meeting there, It was decided that
we would continue to meet 3t Alpha Soda.

On the subject of other mectings:

GARS 3rd Thursday 7:PM
Insomnia Net  Each Tuesday 10-30PM
MFARL Mei Each Monday S:PM
Hamwaich Net  Each Sunday B.PM
Amateur Family

Breakfast Jrd Sunday % AM

Other announcements: Congratulations to
Cam Clayson, WVSR and Jennifer
Beaver, KF4BUL on their engagement.
Fred Moore, N4CLA reminded the mem-

bership 10 pay their dues (the expiration
date is on vour newsletter address label)
JefT also added that we are still secking &
newsleticr cditor.

Mesting adjourned at 7:55 PM.

November 8, 1995

The meeting opened at 7:50PM  with
apologies from Jeff Weinberg. AA4RC
who had arrived late. The business of the
evening was our annual election of club
officers. On the subject of old business,
Fred Moore. N4CLA discussed some tech-
nical aspects. With the help of Rick
Patchen, KD4RFK., he is trving o get a
remole receiver installed near the northern
intersection of I185 and 1285 to provide
better coverage in Gwinnett County. The
440 machine appears o be doing well and
the software update needed for using 10
digit iclephone numbers was 1o be in-
stalled shortly. The other iem re-visited
was the announcement that Pat Panerson,
AD4G), would be assuming the newsletter
duties beginning with the January edition.

Our visitors this evening included
KF4ECD, Bill Casanova and KC4HLUM,
Dave Shively. There were no repons of
upgrades nor new members. A bricf dis-
cussiom of repeater etiquette followed,
prompted by John Galbert, KFADVM

Proceeding to the elections, your sscretary
submined the following slate of officer
candidates in the absence of Chuck Daley,
KD4LXD).

President Steve Mays  KS4K)
VicePresident Cam Clayson  WV3R
Treasurer Fred Moore  N4CLA
Secretary Al Fischer KC4RIB
Mo other names were placed in nomina-
tion and all candidates were clected by
VOICE Ve, frantmusd o poage 9
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Seereiary s Report
fronfrausd from page 8

Also, Mike KRATG. will be assuming the
ition of Field Day Co-ordinator next
year.

Following the reminder that next month’s
mecting will be the Christmas party and
will not be at Alpha Soda, Nicole
Roswell' Alpharetta Hamwaich, She de-
tailed that group's clections which had
been held the previous week Their meet-
ings are the first Wednesday of the month
and begin al 7:30PM.

Dan. KEAWYV, asked about the possibil-
ity of moving the Monday MNight net. Ac-
cording to Steve Mays, KS4KJ, he has no
plans to move the net as it does nod con-
flict with any of the local 2m nets and it's
been on Mondays since amy of us cam
remember.

Jeff reminded us that the Amateur of the
Year award will be presented at the
Christmas parth next month. He also has
the latest info on “vanity™ call signs if
anyonc would be interested. At this poant
he mrned the chair over o Steve Mays,
our president-glect. Steve thanked JefT for
the fine work he has accomplished over
the last three vears and spoke briefly about
his hopes and concerns for the coming
vear. Since there were no objections, we
will continue 10 mect at Alpha Soda in the
new vear.

Jeff mentioned a few things in closing:
Fred has the database, the repeater manu-
als and all responsibility for the repeater.
Fred and Cam are trving to set up an info
line fior the club. Finally, Jeff mentioned
his inability to get the club filed with the
IRS for tax-exempl siains. This requines a
large amount of paperwork filed and he
would like 10 sce the new officers move
forward with that task.
The mecting closed ai 8;45PM

December 13, 1993

The meeting convened at 7:40PM at the
Chimney Spnngs Clubhouse, dunng our
annual Christmas party. Thanks were ex-
tended to Michelle Weinberg for her usual

fine job in setting up this cvent.

The first order of business was the presen-
tation of the Amateur of the Year Award,
This award was first presented three years
ago and the past recipients are David
Fellows, KD4APK and Chuck Daley,
KD4LX0Q). This year, the award was pre-
sented 10 Al Fischer, KC4RIB, in recogni-
tion of his work with the SciTrek STARS
station and his puoblicity efforts for
MFARL.

The 1996 NFARL officers were formally
presented:

Steve Mays KS4KJ  President
Cam Clayson WV3SR  VicePresident
Fred Moore  N4CLA  Treasurer

Al Fischer KC4RIB  Secretary

In addition, Mike, KR4TG will be our
19494 field day coordinator and Pat Paner-
ity of editing and publishing Squelch
Tales. It is hoped thai fuiure newsletiers
will include e-mail addresses.

Omn a related topic, Becky Bruner, wilie of
Bert Bruner, KE4AFOV. has been working
with Sieve Mays on a NFARL Web Page.
Jack Sanders, NC4E, asked about the pos-
sibality of punting the newsletter on a bul-
letin board; while response 10 the idea was
positive, it will continue o be mailed as
well

Al Fischer siood and thanked the outgoing
officers for their efforts over the past vear,
affording special recognition to Jeff and
Michelle Weinberg for all their fine work
over the past three vears. Jeff mentroned
his regret that he had been unable to file
the paperwork for tax-exempl status and
suggested that the club make that a prior-
ity in the next year. Al will request the
necessary paperwork from the [RS.

JefT turned the meeting over 1o Steve Mays
at this point. Sieve spoke about the re-
peater and how well it is spoken of around
the city, He would like w0 continue that
tradition and build on it to keep our mem-

The mesting closed at B: 10PM
Rose Daley, KEAMCW

Afier vears of trving to come up with a
good way to get on the HF bands from my
litthe townhouse (without attracting a lot
of attention from my neighbors), | stared
expenmenting with using my aluminum
rain gutler and downspout for an antenna.
The results have been surprisingly good
In fact, it has mmed out 1o be the ultimate
low-profile antennal

| use my downspoul like a random wire
anienna, using & commercial transmatch.
A piece of #22 stranded hookup wire runs
from the transmaich to the downspout and
is attached with a sheet metal screw. The
downspout has a vertical run of approxi-
mately 16 feet. connecting the honzontal
min guiter which is about 16 feet long
across the front of the house. Including the
fewd wire to the shack. the wotal length is
in the neighborhood of 41 feet, over a
quarter wavelength for 40 meters and al-
most a half~wave length for 30 meters.
The house is made of brick. so the entire

system 15 ssolated from ground.

With the downspout behaving essentially
like an end-fed wire, il really helps 10
work this type of anienna against a good
ground. Fortunately, my basement operat-
ing position is only a few feet away from
there the water supply pipe cmiers the
house. | use a piece of 1/2 inch copper
pipc as a ground bus between my operat-
A tinned copper braid strap and a couple
of ordinary amomotive hose clamps were
used 10 connect the bus to the water pipes,
A short braid strap connects the ground
stup on the transmaich to the copper
ground bus. For good measure, | attached
counterpoise wires (o the ground stub of
the transmatch; one each for 40, 30, 20,
and 15 meiers. The COURIETPOISE Wires are
made from garden vanety stranded
hookup wire cut to a quaner-wavelength,
I just run these wires around the shack,
hiding them feontimued ow page [ 1)
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N e rabile [ oniscis
(U gty from page 3

couldn't resist the offer and replied with a
loud with a lood “Roger 1. Having just
vacationed at my paremis 3 couple of
weeks carlier, | had to give him directions
off the top of my head. having left my
address book at home. | was able to direct
him onto the correct street and told him it
was the forth or fifth house on the right
and to look for a GMC Pickup with and
oramge and white camper.

On the next go'round. he said “Brad. |
think vour dad's oul here working in the
vard. Stand bv.....". Then. what seemed 10
be an eternity wenl by when a voice came
back and said “Brad. is this really you 7
This can't be possible . 1 said | was in
my car at work over 2,000 miles away and
proved it was me by telling him how much
| enjoved the pancakes he made me while
I was there. My father said, “It really is
vou. Bradley. This is really something, let
me go @&t vour mother”. But.... oh. no, the
band conditions were starting to change. |
called the stations call. but no response
Mother Nature had slammed the door so
fast we didn’t even have time 1o sign off.

However, the amateur operator from
Joplin wmed out 1o be a really super guy.
He remained a good acquaintance of my
folks for about & months and even helped
them fix up their house a bit in prepara-
tion for winter.

Funny how that simple “CC" call tumed
oul 1o be an amazing evenl. Buol, it was
just one of many memorable contacts, only
on Ham Radio.

# 78

If vou have had o \Memorable Contact or
Event on Ham Radio, share it with the
restof us by sending il to the address
whown on page 2

Amateur News From
The ARRL

- EX -J

ARRL Bullam 106 ARLBIOG
From ARRL Headgquarions
Mewinglon CT Movember 40, 1995
To all radic amatours

Aonew bow w Massachusdis will pan the langiage
of the: FOCs federal prosmplson of sste and lool
lawes. affedting snstawrs (FEB-1) on the hooks =
thait stakie whim @ takes effect mext year

H-2TEZ, abull wn the Massachmusetis legslasture, was
written by ARRL Volimloer Cousaed Thomas Car.
rigan. WAINYS, in 1992, The bill we passad by
hath chusnhers of the agelsture carlier this vear,
than =ent back 1o the legislatare by Govames
W'illinen Weld, for modification. ot dessnbers of
tha logslatuse thin ansoied the

bl i thee Rast ok ol this veas's logelative sesmon
o serel of 1 e governor, who signeed the bl @io
faw on Movember 11

Thee hill bocomes law 30 davs after sgwng, and

Feassigned Lo Chapter 325 of tee Massachsetts (-

ara [arani

Eadan Massachussis ARBL Sedion Mamags
H1.I'['-Iml-. E9HL ssid Likoe PRB:1, the now
Chapter 123 does pol, give amatairs o green light 1o
do anythmg they we to do with ‘their antomis.
% ou are still bound by the monig, lews of your cty
o bowe, avd you will il have o go through the
same prooes for spproval tha you have to go
Ui Eo

“Gor what's the differmoe? Mow, when vou go to
vour tewn hall, you cen point o Chapler 323 as
requirmg that local regulations be ressonsble. 1
you sheuld find it necesary Lo go ko cour for
satisfaciion. you can choose ssie court or federal
comr, Sisie cousl trish woulbd be beis expensive,
bt thee procedanis s in FRE-| cse do e rans-
fior 1o Mlasmachusatts courts,” Temples said

Camigan has wrillen o primey for hMassschusesis
ks on what the new |law mees. Tamples also
suggetal thal hMassachusets amalaury wha con-
incied their represailatives @il sanslon o appal
of H-ITHT mow senid @ nobe thankam g Them: for their
support

L

AREL Bullam 105 ARLBIOS
FpmAl.'EL

CT Movember 39, 995
Tu-lllrllinln-.lu'l

The ARRL Hirsm Percy bMaxam seard his gome 1o

Beth Harris, EFTFC. @ 1 5-vemr-old Amateur Exir
Class hosrree m Cheyvenme, W yoming,

Baih wos first liomsed a5 o Move: @ 1993 and
sdvamcsd o Foxirs Class m ithe over o vear. 5he =
an active operator and & member of tee SHY %Y
Amarier Bades Clul m Chanvanna.

Beth, o sophomons o Cheeanne Eas High School,
i sitive @ several shadent organicatiime, mchedmg,
Fremch amd Amstasr Radio clubs, and has bem
singmng m chowrs smoe she was five

Bah was nomsnetsd for the ewand by Paul AL
Crips, KITTS, & communscaison lechnology m-
sinscior ai Carey Junior High Schood in Chevenne,
wehiy smicd Ehath i i ohee lowe of life, lesming, and
explorstion. With voung operators bike Hah, Ama-
Lour Fades will abasys luve ms nightful plaoe az o
mational resouras®

Bath was bosored ot & huscheon on Movember 13,
sitended by her parimts; school officisls: ARRL
Wyesning Saction MManager “Rev™ Morton, WETW,
former Wyoming SM Seve Codhrane, WATH,
ARRL. Publsc Information Cifior Wilsn Sciner,
WETRREZ; s ARRL Recky Mountam Dvision
Ihracor Marshall Cuaat, AG0

Thee Hirmm Parcy Maaim Manonsl Award reoog-
g ouisanding, under-i | foasal dmeeurs md
ncludes a LKA} dollar cash awsrd. Nommstions
we made through ARRL section munagers with a
demdlime of March 11 each year.

AREL Beablotm 102 ARLBHQ
Fromn AREL Hesdguanzm
rwrmgion (7T imasmleer |3, 1994
T el pasd i s

Tha inllowing b ol e FC Ty maoal recontly memed
call vagms e ol M ovemben 1.

sl Ciopop A COrosp B Crosp T Ciwap D
Exm  Advascsd Techiem e

AMES EBOREQ  - KBTI
AAKDV KEIDF NIWHEH 2 KBIBUW

1]

1

1 AAIEG KORER ++  KEITWEE
3 AATRDY KEIVD NIWHT EBRIBLLy
4 ABINE KTH#F0  +~  KFEKP

§ ACTN KL <+ KCTRMU
[ ACEQH KEBEK v KEAFD

7 ABTMA KITSG - KOTMER

I AAMUW KGNUF = KCIBK

3 AML KOSED  —  KBOLWZ

=s Eoiier ol cudll wige o this gronp b boon used
or oo pew call Sapns B Beon recenily ued @ e
e
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Amatrur Sews From The ARRL
(Comtinuad from page 9

HOW TO GET STARTED IN
HAM RADIO

Here's your imvitation 0 a high-tech
hobby that's got something fun for every-
one. Amaieur Radio operators arc people
from all walks of life — no matier what
age. gender or physical ability. And get-
ting started in Amateur Radio has never
been casier! You can osually find a ham
radio class in your area sponsored by
friendly volunteers who will help you
learn the ropes.

The rules for camming an Amateur Radio
license vary depending on which country
vou live in. In the US. there are six license
levels, or “license classes.” These licenses
are granted by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC).

TWO BEGINNER LICENSES TO
CHOOSE FROM

The most popular license for beginners is
the Techmician Class license, which NO
LONGER REQUIRES A MORSE CODE
EXAMINATION. and gives vou all ham
radio privileges above 30 Mepgahertz
{MHz). These privileges include the very
popular 2-meter band Many Techmician
licensees cnjoy using small 2-meter hand-
held radios to stay in touch with other
hams in their area. Technicians may oper-
ate FM voice, digital packet (compuiers),
television, single-sideband voice and sov-
gral other imeresting modes. They can
even make international radio contacts via
satellites, using relatively simple equip-
ment. To earn a Technician license, vou'll
need to pass the Movice and Technician
written exams. These are multiple-choice
tesis, written with beginners in mind
You'll study topics such as radio operating

i FCC rules and basic electrical
theory.

The Movice Class license lets you talk
byradio using voice, Morse code of com-
puters. To earn a Novice license, you'll
need (o pass the Movice writlen ¢xam and
a 5 words-per-minute Morse code lesl

a 5 words-per-minuie Morse code fest
FM voice on the 220 MHz band digital
packet, and single-sideband voice on the
10 meter band. Novice operators may also
use many other popular shonwave fre-
quencies (below 30 MHz) to communacate
worldwide using Morse code.

WHERE DO I START?

The Amencan Radio Relay League
{ARRL) pablishes ham rdio license study
guides 1o help you learn the things vou'll
need to pass your exam and have fun with
in finding ham operators in your arca
who'd like to help you get started.

The ARRL educational Activities Depart-
meni (EAD) distributes a Nes Ham Pack-
age that 1s sent 3t no cost o you The
material describes Amateur Fadio, popu-
lar ARRL study guides, and includes a list
of vour local ham radio clubs, ham radio
classes and coluntesr examiners in your
arca. To serve vou best, we'd like to know
the Following when you roquest a New
Ham Package:

~Your First Mame, Middle Initial Last
Name

~Call Sign (optional)

-Date of Birth, MMDDYY
-Street Address

<City, State, Zip, Country

-Phone | (day). Phone 2 (evening)

Contact ARRL today for the New Ham
Package by calling |-800-32-NEW HAM
or write o ARRL EAD. 225 Main 5t
Mewington, CT 06111-1494 USA_ Be sure
1o make a specific request for the MNew
Ham Package and include your postal ad-
dress because there is 100 much material to
send via e-mail or fax

guw

under the rug. Operation on the 80 meter
band has been successful wsing just the
ground bus. How well does it work? Dur-
ing the first few months of operation. |
worked 44 stales; all with 5 waiis or less.
["we also worked a handful of DX stations
{though I'm more a casual g chewer
than 3 DX chaser). The length of the
“amtenna” is somewhat short for 80 me-
ters, bmt performance on that band has
been a big surprise. Signal reporis on 30
and 40 meters, my primary bands, have
been consistently good. In fct. the down-
spout has now become my main anicnna,

Some words of caution are in order, how-
ever. if vou plan to use your rainspoul as
an antenna:

1. Make sure vour gutter and downspout
are isolated from ground.

2. Make sure there is solid ebectrical
contimuity between the vanous sections of
vour downspout and gutter. Mine are fas-
tened with pop rivets (not the greatest for
RF work, but they appear 10 be doing the
Job).

3. Watch your power, | wouldn't recom-
mend ranning a kilowall into vour raim-
spoul. Ham radio is fun, bul not worth
burning down vour house.

4. Make sure people and pets wonm'i
come into contact with the “amienna™
while you are transmitting. This isn't too
much of a problem at QRP power levels,
but be carcful.

So, if vou find vour HF anienna options
are limited by either space of legal restric-
tions, take a look at the outside of vour
house. There just might be a free multi-
band antenna hanging out there,

73 de Craig WBIGCK
WWE

Thawsks 1o “The Spioter ™, Aewrletar of the
Axpunia Fa Amatewr Radic Club for the reproal of
iy articke and fo WEATCK for webng if......
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FCC AFFIRMS DENIAL OF REQUEST

FOR WAIVER OF RULES GOVERNING
TRANSMITTER POWER STANDARDS
IN THE AMATEUR SERVICE

The FCC has affirmed the Chief, Privale
Radio Bureau's denial of a request by Dale
Gagnon for a waiver of the Commission's
rules governing (ransmitlcr power stan-
dards in the Amateur Service, Gagnon
tiom to transmil at power levels greater
than the 1.500 wats authorized by the
Commission's rubes.

Gagnon requesied the need for higher
power in order o engage in long-distance
communications. Gagnon also sought o
avoid the cost of bringing his vintage
Iransmitiers into compliance.

Affirming the Burcau's decision, the Com-
mission said that Gagnon had not submut-
ted anv compelling arguments why his
siation should be given preferential treat-
ment over other amaleur stations operated
by licensees of the same license class. The
Commission said also that there is no
hasis for permitting Gagnon's siation 1o
use greater power than other amateur sta-
tions. and 10 do otherwise, would be unfair
to other amatéur station licensees who
musl comply with the power requiremeént.

Action by the Commission April 26, 1994,
by Memorandum Opinion and Order
(FCC 94-109). Chairman Hundi, Com-
missioners Quello and Barren.

FCC-

Mews Media contact: Patricia A Chew at
(202) 632-5050.

Private Radio Burcau contact: Maunce J.
DePont at (202) 632-4964.

Amateur News From
The FCC

FCC AMENDS AMATEUR SERVICE
RULES TO IMPLEMENT
A VANITY CALL SIGN SYSTEM

The FCC amended Pari 97 of its Rules
governing the Amaieur Service 1o imple-
menl a vanity call sign system.

O December 23, 1994, the Commission
sdopted a Report and Order establishing a
svstem for the assignment of vanity call
signs 10 amalear stations. Today, the
Commission amends the rules to make
manor revisions requested in the Petitions
for Reconsideration.

The FOC made three revisions that will

ATE

1} establishing a special application filing
gate, Gate 1A, 1t provide licensed
clubs the opportunity to oblain the call

signs of deceased members:
2y himiting requests for call signs desig-
nated for Alaska, Hawaii and the

Caribbean and Pacific Insular arcas 1o
licensees mailing addresses in  those
areas. and

3) limiting requests for vanity call signs to
licensees of the corresponding or

Action by the Commuission September 21,
1995 by MO&OD (FCC 95-402). Chair-
man Hundt, Commissioners Ouello, Bar-
retl, Mess and Chong,

-FOC -

Mews Media contact: Siacey Reuben Mesa
at (20) 41 8-0654,

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Contact: Maurice J. DePom at (202) 418-
e ]

NEED AN FCC FORM 6107

The ARRLNVEC can supply vou with your
needed Forms 610, whether they be for the
Reciprocal Permit for Alien Amateur Li-
censee, Form 610-A; ClubMilitary-
Recreation/BACES station. Form 610-B;
of Form 610 for Amateur Operator/Pri-
mary Sation License. FCC Form 610-R iz
a computer generated renewal form that
will be sent from the FCC (beginning
Seplember 1995) 10 licensees those license
is to expire within 90 davs. Form 610-V is
the special application for persons secking
a Vamty call sign and that form is now
available. Send a SASE 10 the ARRL/VEC
if vou would like to receive one. Several
FCC forms, including Form &10, are
available through the FCC's fax-on-
demand service by calling 202-418-0177,
{Roguest form “0006107)

Cam's Corner

feomtinmtd from page 37
Remember weare here to serve and help
our communities! Do what vou can and
you will reap the rewards that you richly
deserve!

Enough of my jabbering for now. | hope
that | can do as much for vou, the mem-
bership, as you have done for me in the
time that | have known vou. Oh Yeah,
thanks 1o Pat Patterson (AD4GI) for
puiting this ncwletter ogether. Until we

73,
Cameron Clayson WV5R
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Newcomer’s Guide to buckrange are USELESS| just like the $20 calibrator. ..
Amateur Radio Equipment | ;. for an cxample, lets talk about "digital  Solid state finals versus tubes. No doubt
VFOrs” and "memories”. A "digital VFQO"  about it, tubes are getting more difficult to

by Vince AA4MY

I recently overheard two fairly new-to-the-
hobby amateurs discussing (bemoaning)
the high cost of Amaleur Radio gear.
specifically HF transceivers. They werne
models. (Sorta like twoleenagers with
ing the prohibitive cosis surrounding
Porsche 924's..) “You really can’t get
much for under $1.0007 said thev.
"Horse-feathers!"sez |

Many new Amateurs mistakenly assume
that they have no choice but 10 begin with
a tired old used QRP CW transceiver, a
wire dipole antcnna, and perhaps a used
handheld rig for VHF/UHF. This may be
the case if you're simply flat broke and
have no way to raise cash for a decent
station, but there are any possibilities if
and logic to prevail  And vou won't have
10 "homchrew™ your entire station {unless
you want to)!

Ower the past 10 vears, there has been a
virtual explosion in electronic technology.
The technology of “vesterday® (tubes, and
linear VF(rs) have been replaced with
of engineering and packaging technology
{for which, we pay most dearty). But let's
look seripusly at some of those "antigues™
of the late 70°s and carly 80's (which are
now in the $400 - $800 range). Did they
work? Many a DXCC and 5 band WAS
earned. with umtold millions of hours of
enjovment, o boot!

Unforunatelv, newcomers won't find ads
for the “antiques®in today's Amateur Ra-
dio mags. All they see are the ads for the
new, (multl) kilo-back transcervers from
Japan Inc. After reading some of the spec
shests on the new rigs. a newcomer to the
hobby will probably think I'm off my
rocker when | say mosi of the "features”
found on the new HF rigs in the kilo-

is in actuality, a frequency synthesizer.

Synihesizers ane characierized by extreme
frequency stability (a very desirable trait),
on the order of 20 He or bess per hour of
ibased on thermal changes in the crystal
time base). But let's book at some of those
"antiques”. They, 100, can boasi of fre-
quency stability. Like 100 Hz or so per
hour. *But.” vou say. "that's FIVE TIMES
WORSE than what a new rig can do!”
And vou're absoluicly correct. But the key
question is: "Will you notice 100 Hz per
hour drift?™ Using a tight CW filier, yes,
vou would--after perhaps a FULL HOUR
Q50. On 55B, you'd probably want o
touch the frequency knob after about 2
HOURS of mpchewingl Yes, thoss
obder rigs sure made Amatcur Radio oper-
ating rough .

*But the mew rig offers 100 memo-
ries” while some of the "antigues” don'i
even offer a digital display!® Yup, youire
right again! But remember, unlike the
VHF/UHF FM spectrum, HF is oot
“channelized”. HF stations will be scat-
tered randomly on the band—-NEVER will
vou find them exactly where vou pro-
grammed vour memory for yesterday!.
Met operation™! "Plus or Minus QRM" is
often heard on many an HF net preambie.
Your HF "memory” will NEVER get you
exactly on the frequency of vour favorite
net. You'll abways be tuning up and down

ud;-u.lltmngthgh—tuhmum
ers have 1o be calibrated against WWV,

find Bui they CAN be found. "Tubes are
expensive!®  Yes they are—but YOU can
replace them. Ewver try to get 4 maiched
RF type transisiors” Ever changed a set
mounied in a heat-sink buried within the
bowels of a tightly packed mare where
even Japanese-sized fingers fear to go?
Maore likely than not, the average Amatcur
wouldn't even ATTEMPT 1o replace the
finals in a solid state rig (IF he could find
a matched replacement set!), while chang-
ing a tube presents litthe, if any, problem
Tubes have other advantages, too, They're
infinitely more forgiving when it comes 10
that "ideal® 50 ohm resistive maich we
Amateurs arc always secking. but seldom
attain. At 2:1 SWR, a mbe will work jusi
fine—a ncwer rig will probably go into a
limited *foldback™ to protect the transis-
tors. Three to one™! Tubes are still perkin’
along. . Transistor? Forget it!

One disadvantage though: You will have
to learn 10 peak the grid. and dip the plate.
Hand-eve coordination. Watch the meter-
-wist the knob. Yup, those " Amateurs of
obden days” sure had it rough. .

Speech compressor? Some DXers swear
by ‘em. Most rag-chewers swear AT ‘em!
If you need one, they exist as after-market
devices for the older rigs, not to mention
the "build your own" method.

Suffice to say, a lot of the features on the
newer rigsamount to high priced, useless
frills. What newcomers in quest of a good
HF rig REALLY need 1o do is seck out an
EXPERIENCED Amateur who has
knowledge about the older rigs. Ask what
kind of rig they use. Ask what they like or
dislike about it. Most Amaseurs are de-
lighted to show off their shack, and give
vou hands-on exposure o their setups.

I'd recommend any of the following as
they were the "standard of performance™
in that "classic” age of 10 or more years
ago. Most can be found in ham-fests or in
trader publications for around $200 -
S600. seombnmad on page 4]
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DX Corner
“Bitten by the Bug™

Afler many weeks of preparation the day
had finally come. On this weckend,
among all of us here on the East coast, we
will be flooded with the soft cerie sounds
of other Amateur stations across the globe,
Across the 20 Meter band one could hear
what sound like a coniest already under-
way. Bul only those who are serious of the
sport spend the last few hours “wanmmng
up”. It's & good time o get a fieel of where
propagation has opened for the “honter”.
Moving up the band, it s evideni 20 is
open o Southern Ewrope and Morthern
Africa. | take another sip of coffes and
mentally go over my plan o work this
band. * Hunting and Pouncing” would
probably work best here since | am now
familiar with what stations are on the
band Computer on, lights slightly
dimmed for comfor. and moments befiore
the chaos.

OO0 Zulu, the beginning. Ome could une
across the band and find stations from
every country in the world on the air at a
given moment. Starting ai the botiom, 1
tune up to find 2 or 3 ltalian stations, 4
Spanish stations, and a host of German
stations. | was afier Afnca, and usually
they will try 10 join in early. About 10K
KHz up from the bottom , | heard a rather
large pile-up, Seiting the VPO io zero beat
and the noich 1o lop-dead-center, | listen. ..
Probably 1000 or more stabions calling. 11
it hard o hear the DX station for a call-
sign or part. Adjusting the beam heading
5 degrees further south . 1 managed o
loose some of the ORM on the: frequency.
There he 15, “Three=Yicior-Eight-Brivo-
Bravo QRZed? ". The wall of noise begins,
showing no mercy &l the many who really
wanl 10 work a new one. [n the confusion,
while some still calling. | managed 1o hear
his call again. Like a reflex, | throw my
call in a small opening “Kilo-Romeo-
Four-Tango-Goll®, and ithe melodic
sounds continued, for what scemed o be
hours. Then | heard what | hoped 1o
hear.*Tango-Golf, Tango-Golf again..." .
=Five. J5LT . A momeni a silence arose

A moment a silence anose and then “Kilo-
Romeo-Four-Tango-Golf, OQSL . ur Five-
MNine-Thirty-Three, Good Luck. ...~

A moment | had waited for for the many
months of studving , testing o upgrade. |
remember wanting 0 talk o some of the
peopde T have heard on the radio for a long
time. Afier all the hair pulling and nail
biting over the iests, Here was the resuli.
A pew comtact with an individual in a
small baron country. At this time, 1 log the
call , and with my hands stll shaking
tune up for the next challenge........ Out of
all of the aspects of Amateur Radio, |
enjov this the most, A sport thal has been
continuing since the early 30° and will
continue on . For all of those who wish to
make new coniacts with new countries,
states, counties, or jusi © make new
friends ., Enjov the Amateur Hobby .
There is room fior all on all the bands. For
those who enjov comiests, remember, be
sure 1o check vour frequency first, then
iransomit,

C U All in the pale-ups es 73 de
- Mike, KR4TG

to recycle this
newsletter!

Please remember

Smabear
feantinued from page [

Collins KWM-2A, Drake TR4-C. & TR-7
transceivers; Collins S Line, Drake T4C,
R4AC (scparaie Receiver &iransmitier).
Apain, these were the "Cadillacs” of 10 or
50 vears ago. Solid, proven performers.
and pans still readily available.

Be cautious though--not all the rigs in this
cra were gems. Although some of their
rigs were winners, manufacturers such as
SWAN, National, EICO. et al., have had
models that lefi a sour tasie in the Ama-
teur community.  Uniil wou're more
knowledgeable about the ins and outs of
specific models, stick to the “Cadillacs®
like Collins & Drake.

Giot a litthe more to spend” lcom T45 (my
current HF rig)l, Kenwood TS-830, T5-
430, $600 - $800 range. SOLID perform-
ers {even if they ARE iransistorized! ).

Jast for fan, let me play devil's advocaie.
Lets assume that you, Joe Mew Ham, just
HAS to have that kilo-buck+ special, It's
a sleep price (o pay, no argument, But the
thing you have 1o keep in mind is that the
cost of this hobby 15 mostly "up-front
money.” In the long run, Amaieur Radio
i5 NOT thal expensive when you look at
dodlar cost versus hours of enjoyment,

Let's compare it o some oiher hoblbies:
Bowling—prefly inexpensive, e¢h? Afier
vou buy vour equipment (about $75 or so),
vou can book forward to dropping an addi-
tional $10 or so every lime vou visil the
lanes for a couple hours of fun. A couple
limes a week, over the course of a SIN-
GLE YEAR. you've already paid MORE
than that new transceiver costs! Do you
enjoy going to the movies? Add this up:
$5-%6 admission, $2-35 for refreshments,
that's $7-511 per film, and if vou go just
once a week il works oul 1o 5330-5350 per
vear, add a date and double 1...about an
hour and a hall of eniertainment each
week for perhaps $1,0000 And don't fior-
get the hassles of parking, warting in line,
eic. What sboul golf? You pay greens
foes, and vou're limited to daylight and
focnirmued ow page '8
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The General class code test speed will
remain at 13 words per minute. This, after
the FCC denies three requests to lower the
Morse code requirement of that class of
operaior liconse.

The requests, in the form of letlers. came
from three Technician-Plas class li-
censees. All three petitioned that the 13
word per minute Morse code requircment
for the General class license be lowered (o
5 words per mimute. Two of them also
asked that the Techmcian-Plus operator
license class be eliminated That all hold-
ers of Technician-Plus hicenses be grand-
fathered to General class operator privi-
leges.

But in an Ovder released October 19th the
FCC says that the currenl amatéur service
ments were developed in accordance with
the expressed desires of the amaieur scr-
rule making procesdings that generamied
many thousands of comments. The FCC
savs that the amaleur Service Communily
indicated on cach occasion that it stronghy
desires 10 preserve communications by
telegraphy. And afier considering the
views cxpressed in those proceedings, the
Commission adopted the rules that are
codified in Pan 97.

Based on this history, the FCC concludes
that the petilioners have not presented
sulficient cvidence 1o justify revisiting
these matiers at this ume. [ts not known if
any of the three hams will file appeals.
# AW

Another intermode battle is brewing. This
one on the 70 centimeter ham band where
two groups of operalors, amateur televi-
sion users and FM operaiors are al odds.

; Codeless technician amateurs may not
have intended to start a battle, but they

scem o be involved, amyvway, The contro-
versy staried last spring. That's when the
Mid America Coordination Council de-
cided 1o phase out fast scan amateur tele-
vision operations on the 440 MHz band.
The reason given, so that more spectram
can be made available for increased usc by
FM voice and other narrowband inierests.
FM users say they need the space so they
Can scl up MOrE VOICe Mepealers o accom-
modate the flood of codeless technicians
joining amaieur radio every month. In
most parts of the U_S., the 2 meter band is
already saturated and in many areas, UHF

But ATV operators, including those who
have operated on the 430 MHz band since
before the first FM voice signal showed
up, say not so fast They say they won'l
move higher in frequency, And they s
neither the FM community nor their re-
peater councils have the right to wll them
1o leave. Supporiers of ATV point to FCC
rules Part 97305, subpart C. That section
authorizes fast scan amatcur lelevision
and other widebhand modes on the 70 cen-
timeter band and above. ATV operalors
say that, with or without the blessing of
the Coordination Council or any other FM
sonal home stations will be staying on the
air, right where they are.

Some ATV operators indicate Lhey are
even willing to take the issue to court if
they must, so that they can keep their slice
of the T} centimeter spectnum.

The clash between ATV and FM seems 1o
be hotiest in the territorics that fall under
the umbrella of the Mid Amenica Coondi-
nation Council Last spring. MACC voted
1o stop coordination of Amateur Televi-
sion repeaters in the 70 centimeter band. It
did mot ban them, but it did request that
they consider moving 10 bands higher in
frequency. Many ATVers complained

about this decision 50 at 2 meeting held in
St. Louis just prior 1o the national repeater
coordinators conference, MACC voled
once again. The resulis were the same. A
non-binding recommendation that MACC
member states no longer coordinate fast
scan ATY repeaters onio the 70 cenhime-
ter band. And with this second affirmative
vote against ATV, it could spread to other
parts of the country as the ham radio
airwaves continue o fll up. If nothing
else. it appears as if definite battle lines
have been drawn between the two modes.
B 44
In DX, 9K2HN, will actuvate from Kuwait
this mew prefix using the call sign YKOA
Depending on propagation, he is active on
20, 17, 15, 12, and 10 meters. QSL via
SKIHN, by the burean or direct.
4w w

This from VEINDX comung 1o us via
packet radio. Joe tells about reports in the
Canadian Press thai iell about an Axs-
tralian man that was fined 52,060 for
quacking like a duck on his radio trans-
mitter. Mo, we are not kidding, $2.000 for
going quack, quack on the air.

The fine was levied afier the man pleaded
guilty 1o operation and possession of unli-
censed communications equipment. In ad-
dition 1o the fine, he was also ordered 1o
forfeit the equipment to Lthe government.

Jor adds that the guy is probably very
lucky. Locky in that some duck humting
ham didn’t get him first. Hi Hi...
WE g

L1/1295
RF light bulbs are on their way and they
could add to the QRN currenily on the
ham bands. This. after the Federal Com-
munications Commission waives ils rules

to permit the General Electric Company
0 begin marketing a new RF powered
light bulb.

framamed on page J4i
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Amateur News From Around The World

courtesy of
Amateur Radio Newsline
Amatear Mews ﬂnﬂd.m:_ if properly designed, create
icamtinad [Fom page |50 anv more interference 1o Amateur Radio

At GE's request. Part 18 of the commis-
sions regulations has been waived. Pari 18
limits on the amount of BF energy that
can be conducied inio the electnic power
lines by RF lighting devices in the band
2.2 to 2.8 MHe. GE proposes marketing 1o
consumers an unlimited number of RF
light buibs that comply with the conduc-
tion limits for non-consumer BF lighting
devices in (his band.

Commission mules alrcady permit RF
hghting devices used in commercial emvi-
ronments o place this signal level on the
AC power lines. The FCC says that there
has been no record of significant interfier-
ence problems from the use of these de-
vices in commercial emvironments, I also
says that radia operations ia the range 2 7
io 2.8 MHz are not normally employed or
iniended for receplion in residential envi-
ronment. GE was granted a waiver for one
year, and the FCC reserved the right to
revoke the permit if it determines that RF
lighting devices operating under the con-
ditions of the waiver create severe interfer-
ence problems.

Three wears ago. a California company,
Intersource Technologies, promoted an RF
powered light bulb that operated at 13.56
MHz. According 1o the manufacturer it
was designed o keep unintentional radia-
tion 1o 3 minimum. The company claimed
that itz 25 watt RF bulb could generate as
much visible light as a 100 watt comven-
tional bulb bui these lamps were never
marketed.

And the ARRL says it has a definite inter-
est in what kind of interference the GE RF
bulb may generate. The League savs that it
will obtain samples of the GE bulbs for
for iesting as soom as they are avail-
able. ARRL Laboratory Supervisor Ed

Hare, KEAICY, says (hai the new bulbs

operations than Muorescent bulbs, dimmer
swilches, or other similar devices found in
the home. Other experts disagree, They
point to the problems that a bad incandes-
cent lamp dimmer can create for the aver-
age ham,
(N

The cost off getting a ham radio license is
poing up again in 1996, Effective January
Ist, the maximum allowable reimburse-
ment fee for an amateur operaior license
examination will be $6.07. The FCC set
this amognt based on the Consumer Price
Index between Sepiember 1994 and
September 1995, lis an increase of 17
cents from the current $3.90 fee.

Actually. nobody really makes any profit
from ham radio testing fees. Volunteer
examiners and volunteer examiner coondi-
hators are permitied to charge examinccs
for out of pockel expenses incurred in

e ! R s
coordinating examinations for amatcur
operator licenses. The amount of any such
reimbursement fee from any one examince
less of the number of clements adminis-
tered. must not exceed the maximum al-
lowakble fee.

ifor all but the fanatics) fair weather, Not
so with HF Amateur Radio. Twenty-four
hours a day, rain or shine, you can sit
down and enpoy your INVESTMENTmak-
ing new friends. learning aboul faraway
places, and perhaps helping others in life-
thirespening siliatons,

vou spend even $35,000 on a transceiver.
anienm, Wwer, tuner, power supply, coax-
ial cables, rotator. and miscellaneous ac-
cessonies for the shack. Let's say the setup
lasts five vears (conservatively) before vou
want to make any major changes. Five
grand works oul to 31,000 a vear, or 520 a3
week for unlimited hours of operating and
providing a valsed public service. Even if
vou add more exiras, like a good kever,
handheld VHF radios, club dues. maga-
zine subscriptions. reference books, topls,
license upgrade preparation tapes, packel
THCs, backup power generaiors, mobile
gear, and a cheap compuier, it's still a
fairly inexpensive hobbyv over the long
haul. Mo to mention the fact thai vou'll
probably recoup 30-50% (or more) of your
invesiment if vou decide 1o scll vour
equipment used ot o later date. So, for a
net outlay equivalent o mavbe $10-%25 a
week, you can be a "compleat Amaicur,”

If you're still doubtfigl about the hoblwy,
seck oul an expenenced Amateur 1o oon-
sult and'or go shopping with. and go for
one of the "classics” of recent time. Get
on the air. [t won't take vou long to
become hooked on HF operating.  It's day
and night compared 1o YVHF repeaier oper-
ation. Besides, vou'll always be able to
sell it ai a hamfest if vou ever lose inierest.
But if vou're convinged that Amateur Ra-
dio is for YOU, then go ahead and ook at
those kilo-buck+ specials, wvisit vour
friendly Credit Undon if necessary, and
GO FOR TT!

73 de Vince Yakamavich, AA4MY

Many thanks re §imce for o gres articke ana | will
e remidiing him @ copr of pwr mevwvletter and ke will
vevad mr ore of bux for comnparcan
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NORTH FULTON AMATEUR RADIO LEAGUE
P.O.Box 1741 ROSWELL GA I007T

T SR . -l Kl

i PERSONAL INFORMATION  MEMBERSHIP INFOI TION
First Mame: Member & Call Sign License cls
Last Name: License Expiration C
Address: Are you a Yes

member of
ARRLY
City: State: | Zip: Do you wish to become a
- member of ?
Home Phone Business Phone Pager
Spouse’s Name < Children's Name
May we contact you at Home? Yes Na
May we contact you at Work? Yes Ma
restrict calls to emergency only Yes

| Are you Whim-vm Public Service

far:
Do you have? | emer power
Would you like 1o be contacied by [ Ves
| : O
Packet FM
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North Fulton Amateur Radio League, Inc.

P.0O. Box 1741
Roswell, GA 30077 .

Application
- Emergency Codes
=» Afianta VEC Schedule
. == DX Comar
=> Who's Who in the NFARL

T 1RO O PO | Y 1 [ PO 1 PO P BT R L

Fﬂl"ﬂ? .-‘I--ﬂ.uzﬂ_ll'hr SUgREesons.

March 13- Open for sugeestions.
April 10 - Open for suggestions.
May 8-  Sth Annmal N.F.A.R.L.

Auction. Bring items you wish to
sell to this favorite annual club
event. -

——

duse 12 -

This is a great time to Ged oo

-

Ficld Day discussion.

about this year's Field Day
and schedule. -

June 29/30 -  Field Day

July 10 - Open for suggestions

Aupust 14 - Open for sugpestions

September 11 - Open for suggestions

{As pou can see, we are desperately
in need of someone to gep forward
and say that they will give a presen-
tation to the group. All it takes is a
little kmenwledge of the subject and
the courage to do iL........Please!![)

| 1741, Roswell, GA 30077,
..

i i

be something people look forward
to getting 4 times a year.

In order to meet this challenge, this
* publication needs the support of its
readers. [T vou have an aricle or
letter of interest, please send them
in o be published The more
contributors, the better the
newsletber.

Also, if you have any comments or
suggestions about this newsletier,
please send them to the attention of
the Squeich Tales Editor, PO. Box

II|I‘I‘|lll1|!ll|l|'Ii‘itl.lll}l
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