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September 1989

Morth Fulton Amateur Radic L@ague

NEW CONGRESSIONAL BILL

The followma 15 a cross-post from pasket rade, |
hawen't seen the mformation on the net yet, so | hought
I'd pass v along,

DANGE ROUS CONGRESSIONAL BILL DRAFT
THE ENGINEERING COHHUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY ACT OF 1989

Apparently the land rmaobile industry kas decided that
going though the FCC 1o steal Amateur Frequencies s
coFhing them too much time and too ruch money.,
Therefore, they allegedly tntend Yo shart sircuil the
process and fry to steal our spectra with the aid of the

Comgress. 'We now know how' they infend to go ahout it

The affice of the Subsemmittes an Telecornmunications
and Finanoe 1 in the process of drafting a bilk (no
nirrber yet) entitled "The Enginvering Communtoations
Technology Actof 1989", Though we do not have the
drafi in hand, and the Congress isn't releasing it now
we understand that mder its provistons, the Congress
15 manrdating that the NTI#& or the NCS (National
Corranunications Sy skem), provide alist of spectra
which the military and ather governanent services are
hielding in Feserve and either not utilizing o
underighilizing at the present Hime, From what we are
told ths includes everything from DC to sbout 10/ GHz,
and speoifies that the gt of available’ frequencies be
prepared by the end of one year from enaotment. From
that, the Congress, or a cormrnittes appointed by the
Congress , 15 expected to choose some 200 MHz for
reasswnment to commercial interests Lread that 'the

1and rabile industiy

Why we should be concerned | What we suspeot 15 that
the frequencies shioh will be opened up Tor such
reallooation inoludes all ham bands above two meders,
snee all of these are ubitized by Amateur Radio on a
shared basis with NTIA, HCS, or both, ‘We suspect that
this Teguslation can-and will Tesd to wholesale remayal
of all Amateur VHF and LHF spectra above 2 meters (2
rrkbers 15 the hghest fraquency on which we have a8 an
exelugive, non-shared sllocation), If such oscurs the
lozses would be staggering, and we would rever be able
to operate above fwo meters again. Even the so-called
‘oo lustve’ Satelhte bands al 435-428, and at 1.2 GHz
would be removed from service. Rovice Enhancement
walld be destraged in the process

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The person to write regarding
this propesed legislation 48 Congressman Edward
Markey (B=tAL. In your letter, please SPECIFY that,
when the bl is introduced , i st EXEMPT the
arnateur-utilized speotra from being targeted far
reassighment to commercial interests. For now, this is
the only vy & which we con aot on this tesue, and # 5
the best vy | beoause 1f we don't get these assurances
naw , and make SURE they stay im place theough possible
paszage; the culcome of B7=14 will be mook, and it
wor'h b juet 220 we lose

Thanks to Kermit Carlson, Wk A, and to Bill Courfer of
the Subcommittes on Telecarmmunications and Finance
for their help wn the preparation of this articke,
EFARTICAL DOWNLDADED FROM W A4V PERS

Editor Lew Cason (H4HEA)
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BATTERY BUSTING

*0rigin :Hidonet Hak RADID Echa
Recharging alkaline batteries 've been dring # for
ijears! Those alkalnes state: "Caution - Batbery may
birsd Cor explode) if recharged! " Can "axplazion” ar
“bursting” be defwed as these bwo extremes |

11a Toud “bang™ accompanied by white-hot
shirapreel=1Ee materialz and boiling-hot chemicals
radiating s ound the premegiz?  OR
20a mere parting of the baltery case's searm with little
ar mo “fanfare"?
The faet i, sa far inaver 20 years of recharging
alkalines nejther of those events have occurred. Am |l
Tucky , foolish, or perhaps just found & "poor rman’s
nicad"? Some yedrs #0, General Ekectric (GE.)
markeked for-a short time vented, rechargable alkaltines
that could be recharged with higher eurrands. Since |'m
only using regular alkalines | found dhat using partially
dizcharged units recharged-at 10 mifls or 50, can indsed
be fully recharged mary times, Let's have some input
an this! Has anyone axperisnced dire resulis when
atterripting to recharge alkakines. If 50, wore ijou using
& high currant charger such as iz used for ricads? Or,
has sormeons elee been successfully doing the same as
mel Lets hear both the seccess stories as well as the
gary ones| =-Jaok, K85 @ KCSYD { Naples , FL )

The Amateur Radio Emergency
Service (ARES)
Thee ARES Nets operating in the Atlanta area areas
fallows
Metro: 145.41 MHz; Thursday at 9:00 PH. (01002)
Morth Metro: 146 655 MHz & 224 12 MHz; 151 and
3rd Tuesdays al 300 FH,
Dekal: 14545 FHz; Monday at 8400 PH;
Gwmpett: 147075 MHz ; Tuesday at 900 FM.
Fockdale: 14721 MHz;Monday &t 800 PH,
Clayton: 14517 MHz, Monday at 9:00 PH. (01 002}
For ik 147153 MHz; Sunday st 800 PH,
Elartaw 14527 MHe; Wednesday a1 2,00 P,
Slatewide ARES CoordinationNet: 3973 kHz; Sunday at
& 00 P, AT dnterested hams areinvited tocheck into

ar) ar-all of thege nets HMumnershin ¥ fhe ARRL, the
Fepeater obub or ARES iz not required to participate o
an) of these nets. Metro Atlanta District ARES BBS:
434-8523 ARES Conference, File Ares 60, Gwinnett
ARES BES : 925-5487 (Ssientific Atlanta ARC BRS]
Conf. & File Area 1.
Facket:w400 PBBS (East Atlanta LAN; 14503 MHz)
MNC4E PEBS (West Aflanta LAN; 1456.12/72 MHz)

SIMULATED EMERGENCY TEST
On Saturdsiy , Ockober 21 hams nationwide will condust
the Simulated Emergency Test, in which hame fest their
shility fo relay messages bebween hospitals, police and
fire departments, the Weather Service, Red Cross,
Georgia Emergenay Management Agency , and any offer
gency invobied in emergency and disaster
preparedness . The abjective of the SET iz 1o test the
capabilities of the ARRL Field Organization, partioularly
the Amasteur Radia Emergency Servioe, bul also
including other public service artented armateurs and
groups. This i€ to prepare and frain the amateurs for a
meare effective response to a real emergency. The SET
akeo serves fo hetter acquant the hams with the peaple
in the emergenay agencies , to encairage 1he use of
digital modes such as packet for high volume and highly
detailed corenunieation, and to imprave oocperation
between ARES and Mational Traffic System voluntesrs,

Scoring in the SET is nof sel up Tike an ordinary
contest, but rather to measure the sffectivensss of a
groug in emergenay sormemunisations, By somparing a
group's seore from previous yesrs with thet of this
year, it i possible to see i the group has becomie more
or Tess effective at emergency traffic handling. SET
results slzo enable & group to pinpaint weaknegs 5o that
the problem areas can be sdregied

Here in Georgis, the seenarios for the drill will

originate with a lecal Emerqgency Coordinatar, The

Dekalb ARES unit could be working a large grazs fire

while the Cobb unit i handling & tornads situation snd
COMTINUED PAGE 3.
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the Clag ton unit is handting & hazardous chemical spilfTo
gel invobred 4y the SET, you will need 4o contact the
loeal Emergency Coordinator for your #ea and sk for
instructiang, It 1% poxeible that, Tike Tagt year  some
imits will hold fheir SET on some oiber date than
Oetober, Your EC will Knd'e'. I g ou don't koo wha the
EC s for your area, condant Jack Sanders, NC4E, wha
15 the Georgis Secthon Emergency Conrdinator af
STE-TII3.

DEC NEEDED FOR METRO ATLANTA
DISTRICT

The pesition of District Emergency Coordinator i st
open affer CHIF Walker, N4LPU  had to Yeave the post
because of his new Job_ 1T you are interested, call Jack
Sanders at 9T3=T533,

Rick Black , W adMPY
ELC Newsletter Liazon

ARES Metra Atlanta [istrick

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST MEETING
The NFARL hefd fts normeal reesting on August 9 19289,
The speaker was Randy Mollinax, WB4DIA | station
engineer for WFDX, FFM 971 Mhz). Bandy gave a very
nteresting presentalion on the erection of the Fi
tower (1.2 million pounds of steel balanced on a large
ballbearing).

Transmitter hunt:

Foirteen peaple participated and We0D was the first to
find the hidden fransmittel. Obher groups claimed
runner-up prizes such as, "We were the fisrt to be
within 1000 feet of the transmitter” (KE4EV], & good
time was had by all. We will schedule another hunt

sometime in the filure:

Technical report:
A 40 foot fower sell-supporfing iz being erecied on
Sweat Mountain by the GRAFES/PEG organization, The
technical committes intends to move our anternas from

ihe existing tower to this new tower,

WD wll conduct novios clazses baginning on
September 11 2k 5t Davwids Eptscopal chureh. A $30
charge will be reguired fo cover the cost of materials,

July Hintes © Approved as publiched,

Old business:
Approval of the canstitution, tabled at the July
meeking, was postponed wali] the next regular business
meeting. Chusck, NARHY, moved that, “we table the
constitution and that a commnittee be formed 1o present
a final vereinn of the constitution af the rext bisness
meeting”, The president then took the motion az an
advisernent , tabled the constitution and and appointed a
soenmittes, The commities congists of Dan , K4,
Jim, KBETW Cehairman) and Jack, WadFE

New business:

Eill, WB1CSL and his employer has donated a
emergenay power supphy. People are needed to move
the equipment, These interested should sontact Doug,
KDRIC or Fred, H4CLA

Announcements:
1} Alan, N40RH needs volunieers for the EMS drill on
Aipgust 100,
21 Help is needed in extablishing & packet link between
Hacon ard Atlanta. The problern in establishng such a
firk 15 apparently political not technical.
I The NFARL has been asked by the Roswell Historical
Society to support & tour of Roswell on Dctober 28,
4] The Atlanta Rowing Chib Regatis can be covered
using the 147 .06 repeater. The date 1= November o
Alan neads seweral volunteers. Those interested in
assisting Alan please give him a call,
T3 KGaTY for KM
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Sweal Mountain Anlenna’s
Moved to Ham Owned Tower

In April the Swaat Fountain site awner (KCAKE, B0
of the zite where the North Fultor & R L and
PEG/GRAPES repeaters are looated approsched me at
thi D tan Hamwention and asked if we could help to
unlaad fhe 200 foot H-frame tower of all ham antennas
to reduge the wind laad on Mz nearly 30 gear old fower
[there has been muwch caneern about the long term
autlook for this tower, due to rush and general fatique).

He 150 asked me to extend to other Hams using the
zite, a request that we move cur squipment into the
new building Cad jacent 1o the ald ane). The new building
was built for a1l "renting™ users Bi1s cormpanies’
equipment would rersain in the ol bullding, |
reguested permicsion on the spol to put up a short
tower 20 to 40 feet tall (we are already at 1E8E feat,
all we really need 1% to be in the clear above the few
traes and buildings ) That'= ALL I
inmadiately granted.

which was

| advaneed & proposal to PEG and GRAPES that in
aonzideration for the support that M. Fultan &.R.L has
provided in the past 4-3 years for packet radio and
specifically GRAPES , that GRAPES wis in & finanaial
position to provide a tower for all the antermas at the
site, PEG /GRAPES has 2 anternas at the site (soon 1o
be 4 with the transfar of 146.7% to PEG) and N, Fultan
& EL has Z Czoon to be §)

Thiz ration carried, PEG paid $2400and GRAPES paid
$400 to Steve Dean of Dean Tower Co (wD4KDE] for a
used bower and installstion Chelieye me, that's 3 deal
far the work snvalved in instalking a tower at a
commercial site, a great deal on the tower tos,
THANES STEVE!,

The weekend of B/19-20 a crew azsembled at the
mountain to move the antennas to the new tower, | am
gaing to bake 5 slab at 2 1ist of sttendess, Please
fargive me if | drop someone & the rush.. | assure you

that alf help and encouragement 15 greatly appreciated .,

Yoiunieers : Antenna movers
Chimers:  (Brave men al1)

Fred (N4CLA)Y, Dan (K4UAF), Gary KE4ZY

Ground Crew |

Brian (v &gy W) Lew (N4HR A Avery (WEARTP),
Mike (W A4FNI) and John (WD400C Honorable mention
Tor prowiding vifal welding Teols

I'm sure | fargo! someone important,. Sigh,,

The fallowing weekend we moved the cabinet habding 4l
radios and centrollers to the new building, This was the
easy part but there certainly were a lot of connections
o make!!!

Volunteers: cabinet moving party
Avery (WB4RTF), Brian (wWA4YIW) Brisa (KATTHA)
{4 non—mernber [}, Jabn (WDADQC) Paul (WBZSR0), Dan
(KALIAF) who beoght Us Tunchi!E and Bl W A40%H)
who gave up sheep to work outside in the sunl

Mk taok Videos and Lew took still picturez | perhaps
we can have them in the newsletter and/or at meetings
in the fulure.

The new tower really Tooks great., the 5.47 voke
repeater receive coverage (if not transmit) increased a
Tut!

Mow we need 3 bit more power fo fill in the holes, 50
that our repeater's "mouth” matches #s “ears™, A very
pleazant side effect is the Jack of intermed heard so far
[two wesks), An emergenty power system is another
high pricrity far pear term work.

Reparting for Morth Fulton Technical Committes,
Cog Dry e KDENC




A_PLEA FOR HELP

AT MAMY DF YOG EMOH, THE WFABL 1HAS AEFH. ASKED BY SEVERAL GROURS 10 PROVIODE CORHUNICATICRES
ASSISTAHCE IM SOME OF THE PROJECTS.  THE CURREMT REQUESTS THAT T HAVE ARF:

1. THE ATLANTA AOHIMG CLUB REGATTA, HOVEHBER AT, 198%, THEY HAVE ASHED FOR HAHS TO
SUPPORT SAFETY COEMLMICATIONS ALDET THE RIVER. I EMOH TIAT IT IS THE SAME WEEREND AS
THE STOME MOUNTAIH MAHFEST, DUT HOH MANY HAMFESTS DO YO BEALLY HAVE TO &0 TOT?  AMD I
KMOH THAT THERE T5 & PACETT MEETIMG OF SOHE DESCRIMTION THAT HEEKEMD ALSO, DM HAMY
TIMES CAM AMYOHE TALKE ABCUT TCPIP? HHY HOT SPEND SATURDAY AT THE RERATTA AHD- LET ME
TELL YOI W REAL COMDUTERS BOWE DATAE ARLMDY

2. POSHELL HISTORICAL TOUR OF HOMES,. OCTIBER ZATH AMD 29TH, 198% & DRIVERS FEAR DAY
ARE HEEDED TO DHIME WAMS RETHEEM PARKIMG LOTS AHD THE WOHES, THE COMHMICATIONS ARE
REGUIRED TO QLT AM FMPTY WAN TO A PARKIMG LOT IF MEOPLE ARE WATTIMG AMD GENEHRSL SATETY.

. ALPMARETTA DISASTER ORILL, OCTOBER 285H,  THIS IS5 THE OHE WHERE HAHS STARTED ORIT
BIRN-OOGGIHG GFFICIALS, &BOUT 1 NouUR THTO THE ORTLL, HE HERE HOTIFIED THAT TIIC HORHRL
NOSFITAL FREQUEMCIES WERE UMAVAILADLE AMD THAT HAM RADIO HAS THE DMLY WAY TO COMMUBJICATE
BETHEEM THE OISASTER EMh THE WOSPITAL. HWE OPEHEMR & LOT OF CYES THAT OAY AS TD HDH GOUDD
WE &RE,

o, MOSHELL YOUTH DAY PARAODE, OCTODEEHR 718, WE ACT AS A BACKUM TO SOHE OF THE CITY
CORFBTCATIONS AMD PASS THFD AS REGUESTED.

LET ME GIVE YOU AN IBEA OF HHD T3 REGUESTING OUR HELF.
1. THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THFORUM.

7. A PORHER ROSHELL MAYORAL CANDIDATE HHG 15 ALSO PRESIDEMT OF A CARLE COMPANY, AND
A ROSMELL CITY COUMCILHAW, T HAD TD TURM THIS OHE NOWH OUE TO: 111 PART 97 OF THE
FCC FALES [REPLACTIMG & TRANSPORTATION SERVICE L (21 IMSLURAMCE (HE ARE NOT LICEMSED
CHAUFFERS 1,

. THE MAYDR. A CITY -I'.ﬂl«l:]'_LI'I.lH,. POLICE CHIEr, AMO FIRE CHIEF OF ALPHARETTA.  AMHD
SEVEAAL NOCTOES AND THE THALMA CEMTER DIRECTOR FOR THE MOATH FULTON REGIOHAL WOESPITAL,

IF YU REHEMBER DR. JOWM HAEYEY FIW THE APRIL MEETIMG, HE WAL VERY TMPRESSED WITH HHUAT
WE DBID LAST YEAR, HE TS5 HOH THWOLVED & COMHITTEE THAT HAS SET UP BY THE COVERMOR™S
OFFICE TO DEVELOP & STATE-WIDE MEDICAL EHERGEHCY PLAM, HE FEELS THAT §&AH Ranio IF
POSSIRLY THE BEST HAY TO COMMUMICATE THROUGHORIT THE STATE.

4, A CITY COUMCTLMAN, MOLICE CHIEF, POLICE COMHUMITY RELATIONS, THE FLRE CMIEF, CITY
EMGINEER AMD PURLIC HORES FOR ROSHELL.

1F HE OO A4 BO0D J06 FOR THESE FOLKS, WE CAM OPEN DDORS TO THIKMGS THAT ME MEED ﬂF[HF.-Ii- AT
A% AM EMAMPLE, WHAT IF EACH OF THESE PEOPLE WROTE MEHREAS OF THE STATE LEGISLATUHE AMD ASSED
THAT MAH RADTID OPEEATONS BE ALLOWED TO HEAR A SIMGLE-EAR RODM=TYPE HEADSET WITLE ORTWIHST

THESE FOLES ARE HOT LOOKIMG TO AWDID PAYIMG & FEW DUCKS FOR COMMERCTAL RADIEOS. THEY AEALIFE
THAT HEMZ CAM PROVIDE THEH HITH BELIABLE COMHUBIICATIONS HHEM THEY MEED IT. 1IT HOAALD BE A
CHAME HOT TO SUPPDAT THEM.

THE BEST HA&Y TO¥ SUPPORT THESE FOLKS IS MITH A STHOMNE SHOWING OF HFARL HAMS. ANYTHING LESS
BN} HE MIGHT A% WELL CLOSE NN THE CLUB.

I LOOK FOAHARD TO HERRING FROM AS MEHY OF YoU aS POSSIBLE.

BLAN p  Heaeol
SAT-(H0E
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* SEPTEMBER MEETING NOTICE *
*++ SOCIAL EVENT ***

22 ANOTHER MEETING PLACE %4®
The newh regular reeting af the MF AR w11l ke on
Mednosday , Seplember 13 at T30, We will mest a1 the
Shoney = om Ba 9 acrass fram the Morth Fultan Regianal
Hospibal for dinner . Talk-wn 14547 0and 147 DE0,

Thes 15 & soctal event sobring youw spouse and lets
hawe 3 good fime. We promize fo postpone all cILE-H_

buginees until the Detober meeting! -
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NORTH FULTON AMATEUR RADID LEABUE
POST OFFICE BOX 1741 .
ROSWELL , GEORGIA 30077
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FROM THE EDITOR

Dan't foraet the outaff date for the news lefter 5z fhe
25 of the mondh . Iterns for the news lettor gan ba sent
by the falkowing.
1, Paoket via ¥ AdVMY PRES
2, LARG BBS (494 52720
3 US MAIL to: Lewis Cason (N4HRA)
749 Barnes Mill Trace
Marietia, Ga, 30062
T3 Law [NGHRE &)
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